Appln. No. 10/749,009 

Amendment dated September 26, 2005 

.Reply to Communication of September 16, 2005 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A chair comprising 
a seat frame, 

a central support member that fixedly supports said seat frame, 

a seat assembly tiltably mounted to said seat frame, 

a lock member operatively connected to said seat assembly and in sliding 
engagement with said seat frame, 

a lock engagement member operatively secured to said seat frame and in 
operative relation to said lock member, and 

an operating lever m e ans for operating said lock engagement member 
between an unlocked condition and a locked condition, said operating lever being 
movable between a lock position and an unlock position, and a means for connecting said 
operating lever and said lock engagement member, said connecting means being a 
biasing means that biases said lock engagement member toward its unlocked position 
when said operating lever is in its unlock position, and biases said lock engagement 
member toward its locked position when said operating lever is in the lock position, 
whereby when said lock engagement member is in an unlocked condition, said seat 
assembly can move through its range of tilting motion while said lock member slides 
with respect to said seat frame, and when said lock engagement member is in the locked 
condition, it engages said lock member such that said lock member does not slide with 
respect to said seat frame, said seat assembly thereby being restrained from tilting , said 
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operating lever being movable to assert a biasing force through said biasing means to 
urge said lock engagement member toward said lock member at any tilt position of said 
seat assembly, said biasing force causing said lock engagement member to move into 
locking engagement with said lock member when said seat assembly is moved through its 
range of tilting motion to an untilted position . 

2. (Original) The chair of claim 1 wherein said lock member comprises an 
aperture and said lock engagement member is operated between the locked and unlocked 
condition by moving through said aperture. 

3. (Original) The chair of claim 2 wherein said aperture comprises a main 
channel and an associated channel, such that said lock engagement member is disposed 
through said main channel in the unlocked condition, and said lock engagement member 
engages said associated channel in the locked condition. 

4. (Original) The chair of claim 3 wherein said lock engagement member 
comprises a thinner portion and a thicker portion and said thicker portion engages said 
associated channel when in the locked condition. 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently Amended) The chair of claim I 6 wherein said biasing means 
is a spring wire. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The chair of claim \ 6 wherein said operating lever 
is pivotably mounted to said seat frame. 

9. (Original) The chair of claim 8 wherein said operating lever comprises 
two indentations and said seat frame comprises a boss in operative relation to said 
indentations, such that said boss engages one of said indentations when said operating 
lever is in the unlock position, and said boss engages the other of said indentations when 
said operating lever is in the unlock position. 

10. (Original) The chair of claim 9 wherein said lock member comprises an 
upper portion and a lower portion in sliding engagement with one another. 

1 1 . (Original) The chair of claim 1 further comprising a second lock member 
operatively connected to said seat assembly and in sliding engagement with said seat 
frame, said lock engagement member further being in operative relation to said second 
lock member. 

12. (Original) The chair of claim 1 wherein said chair is a synchro-tilt chair. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Withdrawn) A synchro-tilt chair comprising a tilt lock means, said tilt 
lock means being capable of being activated at any tilt angle of said chair so as to become 
engaged and lock said chair when said chair is in the upright, neutral position. 

15. (Withdrawn) The synchro-tilt chair of claim 14 wherein said tilt lock 
means comprises a lock member, a lock engagement member, and an operating means, 
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said operating means being operable to provide a biasing force to said lock engagement 
member such that said lock engagement member is biased into locking engagement with 
said lock member when said chair is in the upright, neutral position. 

16. (Withdrawn) The synchro-tilt chair of claim 15 comprising a tiltable seat 
assembly and a fixedly mounted seat frame, said lock member being attached to said seat 
assembly and in operative relation to said seat frame, said lock engagement member 
being movably secured to said seat frame to be able to move into locking engagement 
with said lock member. 

17. (Withdrawn) The synchro-tilt chair of claim 16 wherein said lock member 
comprises an aperture and said lock engagement member moves reciprocally through 
said aperture between locked and unlocked positions. 

18. (Withdrawn) The synchro-tilt chair of claim 15 further comprising a 
second lock member in operative relation to said lock engaging member. 
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